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inhabited during the minority of the owner "; it was
let to the poet on the I4th of July 1797.

It was in this delicious place, under the shadow
of " smooth Quantock's airy ridge/1 that Words-
worth's genius came of age. It was during the
twelve months spent here that Wordsworth lost
the final traces of the old tradional accent of poetry.
It was here that the best of the Lyrical Ballads were
written, and from this house the first volume of that
epoch-making collection was forwarded to the press.
Among the poems written at Alfoxden Peter Bell
was prominent, but we hear little of it except from
Hazlitt, who, taken over to the Wordsworths by
Coleridge from Nether Stowey, was on a first visit
permitted to read " the sibylline leaves/1 and on a
second had the rare pleasure of hearing Wordsworth
himself chant Peter Bell, in his " equable, sustained,
and internal" manner of recitation, under the ash-
trees of Alfoxden Park. I do not know whether
it has been noted that the landscape of Peter Bell,
although localised in Yorkshire by the banks of the
River Swale, is yet pure Somerset in character. The
poem was composed, without a doubt, as the poet
tramped the grassy heights of the Quantock Hills,
or descended at headlong pace, mouthing and mur-
muring as he went, into one sylvan combe after
another,. To give it its proper place among the
writings of the school, we must remember that it
belongs to the same group as Tintcrn Abbey and The
Ancient Mariner.

Why, then, was it not issued to the world with
these ? Why was it locked up in the poet's desk
for twenty-one years, and shown during that time,